WHAT CIPRA DOES

MIGHT THE BEAR BE?

ECOLOGICAL NETWORKS

Around 30 to 50 brown bears live in small, isolated populations in the Alpine region
(shaded red). Current studies show that there are many other habitats in which the bear
could theoretically settle (shaded yellow). Numerous other animal and plant species are to
be preserved and their habitats reclaimed. That is why CIPRA is campaigning to network
their precious natural environments.

_ Bears, wolves and lynx are returning to their ancestral
haunts in the Alps. However, man must once again learn how t¢
live alongside these wild animals. It may be legal for bears such as
“JJ3”, who had become a risk to the people of the Swissfarisghs
region, to be shot (photo: Museum). However we do heéed man-
agement plans for protecting groups of animals ang’preventing
litter bins from becoming feeding places.
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_ Higher regions without vegetation are pof a suitable habitat for brown bears. They provide
ng cover,|anththeir ridges and crests are almost ifsurmountable. Bears prefer regions that are aiso~more
easily accessible to™an, such as agricultural and forest areas. Yet conflicts can arise whenever Ursus
arctos and Homo sapiensshare living space.

SOURCES MAP Possible distribution: “Distribution and Connectivity of the Brown Bear in the Alps”. Draft act. 2010, Johannes Signer / Econnect —
“Habitat selection: Recent models and their application illustrated with data from brown bears in the alps region”. 2008, Denise Guthlin / Ludwig-Maximilians-
Universitat Minchen, Actual distribution: KORA/LCIE 2007 (adapted), www.kora.ch/sp-ois PHOTOS Traffic: Caroline Begle/ CIPRA International,
Habitat: ALPARC, Guido Plassmann, Uplands: Alexandre Druhen / CIPRA International, Threat: Bindner Naturmuseum
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_ In Europe brown bears live mostly in forested, sparsely populated
mountain regions. Places to hibernate are important for them, as are densely
overgrown areas that provide cover and sufficient food, mainly vegetarian. In
areas where they are frequently disturbed, bears become crepuscular and
octurnal. In uninhabited regions they are also diurnal. The brown bear, one
of\he most intelligent species, is regarded as curious and adaptive.
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sthe large populatiops in
ito the Alpine region.

_ Bears lay claim to extensive territories. Fro
the DinaricqAlps individual specimens regularly cross ove

obstacles for the largest mammal in the Alps. Measures such as wildlife crossings
can provide a remedy.

. ACTUAL __ Permanent bear population ﬂl I s 200 km

. CAN __ Occasional bear sightings

POSSIBLE ___ Potential bear habitats (criteria: land use, distance to roads and settlements, slope, altitude)



WHAT CIPRA DOES

STOP, NO WAY THROUGH!

ECOLOGICAL CONTINUUM INITIATIVE / ECONNECT

_ Autumn 2010. In the heart of Vienna, Zurich, Munich, Ljublja-
na, Lyon and Milan a wall some 13 metres in length blocks the
way for pedestrians. At the same time, in six cities of the Alpine
states, CIPRA is protesting publicly against the fragmentation of
habitats. The campaign is called The Wall and it is jointly organ-
ised with the network of protected areas (Alparc), the international

of the main causes for the loss of biodiversity in the Alpine re-
gion. To counter this trend, the organisers pooled their resources
and set up the Ecological Continuum Initiative, which is funded by
the MAVA Foundation for Nature. They are also committed to the
Alpine-wide implementation project Econnect; for its participation
CIPRA receives financial support from Liechtenstein. —

_ Death traps for frogs and toads: even
quiet minor roads represent insurmountable barriers for am-
phibians. Every year thousands of animals fall victim to road
traffic. Small tunnels under roads are one remedy, and they
can also be used by other species.
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_ Barriers and bridges: the red wall,
symbolising the fragmentation of natural habitats, gives

passers-by a genuine sensation of what barriers mean for

migrating species.

research committee (ISCAR) and the WWF’s Alpine Programme.
The organisers’ aim is to draw attention to the negative impact
of roads, settlements and intensively farmed areas. They disrupt
the trails used by animals and plants. Disrupted habitats are one

Photos: Ecological Continuum Initiative
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_ Leon Kebe
of CIPRA Slovenia speaking to representa-
tives of the media: “When the territories used
by animal populations become fragmented,
the result is a depletion of biodiversity, and
in extreme cases the disappearance of indi-
vidual species.”

_ The holes in this 13 m
wall symbolise the fact that there are solutions to
the problem of habitat fragmentation. Ecologi-
cal corridors can maintain links between animal
populations.

_ The campaign points out that there
are 270,000 km of roads in Austria. Biodiversity is also at risk
because every day the natural environment is reduced by an area
equivalent in size to 27 football pitches.

_ “A prominent victim” of man-made
obstacles is the salmon. In Switzerland it died out in the
1950s. And while fish ladders alongside dams would have
prevented its extinction, they are rare.
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